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Guide 01 – Tree Species Selection 

Which wood should I use for my project? 

     

  

Choosing which tree species of wood is best for your project can be a complex process. We are 

on hand in our workshop to offer expert advice as to which wood you should use for your project, 

or you can contact us online for help and advice. 

When selecting your wood for a specific project, you should take into consideration the wood’s 

hardness, workability, appearance, and the environment in which the item will be used, for 

example, indoors, or outdoors.  

 

Species Features 

It’s important to pick the right wood for your project. The table below shows the key features of 

each species.  

Species Features Species Features 

Ash Strength, durability, and attractive grain. Elm 
Interlocking grain patterns, strength, and 

durability. 

Beech Pale colour, tight grain, and smooth texture. Oak 
Strength, durability, attractive grain patterns 

and stains well. 

Cedar 
Distinctive aroma, resistant to decay and 

insects. 
Pine Coarse-grained and usually dark-coloured.  

Cherry 
Rich colour that darkens over time and 

smooth grain patterns. 
Sycamore 

Distinctive appearance with interlocking 

grain patterns. 

Chestnut (Horse) Soft and lightweight. Walnut Dark, rich colour and straight grain. 

Chestnut (Sweet) 
Distinctive grain pattern. A light to medium 

brown colour that darkens over time. 
Yew 

Durable, attractive appearance, and 

distinctive grain characteristics. 

 

See the following page for a breakdown of the typical wood types to select from and their 

recommended uses. We have included twelve of the most common species of wood we stock 

and highlighted those suitable for different uses. If you need advice on a species of wood or use 

case not mentioned, please just ask us. We’ll be more than happy to assist. 
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Wood Species & Use Cases Matrix 

 
 Applications 
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Ash ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔   ✔    

Beech ✔   ✔ ✔  ✔     ✔ ✔ 
Cedar ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔   ✔ ✔      

Cherry ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔     ✔  ✔ 
Chestnut (Horse)    ✔     ✔    ✔ 
Chestnut (Sweet) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔    ✔ 

Elm ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔   ✔   ✔ 
Oak  ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔ ✔ 
Pine ✔   ✔  ✔ ✔ ✔      

Sycamore ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔   ✔    ✔ 
Walnut ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔    ✔  ✔ 

Yew ✔  ✔ ✔  ✔   ✔   ✔ ✔ 
 

We supply unique pieces of live edge wood to individuals who are looking for a tree trunk like no 

other. We are dedicated to the art of transforming natural wood into stunning, one-of-a-kind 

pieces of furniture, table tops, shelving, flooring and more. Using our locally sourced and 

meticulously dried live edge wood to create exquisite, handcrafted wooden items will enhance 

the beauty of any space. 

 

Get In Touch 

Whether you are planning to create a kitchen counter, table, shelving, staircase, flooring or a 

piece of furniture, our range of live edge wood is bound to ignite your imagination. 

We provide a high level of quality customer service. Using our extensive knowledge of live edge 

wood, we can help you with selection and provide advice on how to best use your wood. Please 

see our online shop for the pieces we have available at any time. 

Order your live edge wood from us today and start creating timeless wooden masterpieces. 
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